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ABSTRACT

In our interconnected world, cybersecurity is paramount due to IoT, cloud computing, and automation’s 
impact on manufacturing. This chapter underscores digital manufacturing’s dependence on intercon-
nected systems and cloud infrastructure, acknowledging risks like data breaches, IP theft, and operational 
disruptions. It advocates a comprehensive cybersecurity approach encompassing technical measures, 
organizational policies, staff training, and incident response. The chapter delves into threats like malware, 
phishing, ransomware, and supply chain attacks, emphasizing continuous monitoring, threat intelligence, 
and vulnerability management. Additionally, it explores emerging trends like AI and machine learning 
in cybersecurity, legacy system security, and collaborative efforts among industry players, government 
agencies, and cybersecurity experts to safeguard digital manufacturing. This chapter aids manufactur-
ers, security experts, and researchers in building secure systems in our connected digital landscape.
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1. INTERCONNECTED SYSTEMS AND DATA SHARING

Digital manufacturing revolutionizes industrial processes using advanced technology, networked sys-
tems, and data interchange. IoT, AI, robotics, cloud computing, and big data analytics enhance industrial 
productivity, efficiency, and flexibility.

1.1. Data Sharing and Linked Systems in Digital Manufacturing

Digital manufacturing has wholly transformed the industrial environment by introducing networked sys-
tems and shared data. Manufacturers’ plans to create, organize, produce, and distribute their products have 
changed due to these two crucial elements: 1) connected systems and 2) shared data. This book chapter 
will discuss the importance and advantages of related systems and shared data in digital manufacturing.

Linked systems, from time to time, known as related structures, are vital for optimizing business 
processes. Manufacturing operations used to be frequently rambling and separated, which triggered 
inefficiencies, delays, and coordination difficulties. The capacity to connect several devices, compo-
nents, and tactics across a network is now viable for manufacturers to link structures, allowing for easy 
cooperation, synchronization, and real-time tracking.

Linked systems facilitate records trade and permit producers to react speedily to adjustments in call for 
and manufacturing necessities by connecting numerous additives of the producing atmosphere, including 
design software programs, manufacturing devices, stock management systems, and distribution channels.

For instance, connected systems ensure that once a design change is made, the revised information is 
immediately conveyed to all key stakeholders, such as suppliers, manufacturing teams, and distributors. 
This real-time synchronization lowers lead times, decreases mistakes, and improves operational effective-
ness. Additionally, integrated systems provide improved oversight and management of the production 
process. Critical data, including energy use, equipment performance, and quality control measures, may 
all be tracked in real time by manufacturers.

The ability to identify bottlenecks, improve production processes, and make choices based on ac-
curate and current information is provided by this data-driven strategy. Ultimately, integrated systems 
help manufacturers organize their operations more effectively, increase productivity, and quickly provide 
consumers with high-quality goods.

Shared data drives the success of digital manufacturing, while connected systems offer the necessary 
framework. In the age of big data, manufacturers have access to enormous volumes of data produced by 
sensors built into machinery, processes used in industry, and even the goods themselves. Insights about 
operations, performance, and customer behaviours are captured in this data, and they may be used to 
spur innovation and continual improvement.

Several advantages arise from sharing and analyzing this data across industrial entities. Firstly, 
manufacturers may thoroughly grasp their operations and performance by gathering and evaluating 
data from multiple sources. Thanks to this comprehensive perspective, they can recognize patterns, spot 
abnormalities, and improve processes to increase productivity and reduce waste.

Additionally, data sharing goes beyond certain firms. Data communication between partners, clients, 
and suppliers may improve inventory control, supply chain coordination, and market responsiveness. For 
instance, manufacturers might exchange production data with suppliers to allow just-in-time delivery, 
lowering inventory costs and supply chain interruptions. Similarly, collaborating on product development 
may be made possible by sharing sales and consumer data with partners.
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