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ABSTRACT

Afghanistan has long been a country that is easy to enter by external forces, but then very difficult to 
leave. As a result of the struggle with various conquerors, in the minds of the Afghans, the idea of any 
foreign troops as occupiers, with whom it remains only to fight, has firmly established itself. The inva-
sion of the Soviet Union turned it into a Cold War battlefield, and the end of that war and the collapse of 
the Soviet Union turned Afghanistan into the arena of a new rivalry, this time between regional actors. 
Approximately 50 years before the communist takeover, Afghanistan was perhaps the most peaceful 
country on the Asian continent. The consequences of international and regional rivalry and inaction of 
the international community turned the country into a failed state, which poses a threat to international 
security.
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INTRODUCTION

Afghanistan, due to the events taking place in and around it, continues to be the center of attention of 
the world community. Moreover, it causes not only interest but also an understandable concern: the 
high hopes that were placed on the new authorities, foreign friends, and sponsors of Afghanistan, due to 
several reasons, have not yet been justified. According to many Western political scientists, the country 
is sliding down to the level of a “failed nation” in many respects. The role and place of Afghanistan in 
the modern system of international relations are determined primarily by the armed conflict that was 
going on for more than two decades, which is accompanied by the most acute political and ideological 
confrontation. This has deprived the country of political subjectivity in the international arena, does not 
allow it to pursue any clear foreign policy course, and threatens with a complete loss of statehood. All 
these pose the greatest danger to the international situation.

The crisis of power that has been going on in Afghanistan for decades, the civil war that is subsiding 
and flaring up in the country is associated by many domestic and foreign researchers with the Soviet 
military presence in this country. Research shows that it is asserted that the USSR was directly involved 
in the commission of a military coup by left-wing radicals. Such categorical assessments form ideas 
about the decisive role of the Soviet Union in the origin of the crisis in Afghanistan and its escalation 
(Toporkov, 2014). Afghanistan became a “black hole” of the world community since the 1973 coup d’état. 
Since the 1973 coup d’état, Afghanistan has turned into an arena of bloody clashes between opposing 
internal political forces that have caused chaos in the country. Control over state territory was no longer 
concentrated on one hand; the economic system became a machine for serving the international drug 
business (Niland, 2010). Here it is worthy to highlight that the drug business was and still is one of the 
complex and acute problems of Afghanistan. With the rapid growth of drug production in Afghanistan 
most of the Afghan drugs are transported through the countries of Central Asia to Russia, and then a 
large part of it goes to the West (Korgun, 2004).

We have to say that drug production in Afghanistan is the most important economic and political 
factor, both within the country and at the regional and even planetary levels. Afghanistan, as the main 
world center of drug production, is a powerful springboard for the global drug business, which causes 
thousands of deaths every year around the world. Furthermore, drug trafficking at the regional level is 
not only ruining human lives but also is a tool for promoting geopolitical interests. Another significant 
fact is drug production in Afghanistan which destroyed the country’s economy: the existing ugly model 
of the drug economy is viable only as a mechanism to stimulate the production and processing of drug 
raw materials. Weak, and completely dependent on external forces, Afghanistan became a weak-willed 
territory, a source of regional instability and heroin expansion (Alaverdov, 2022). The task of the world 
community is to prevent Afghanistan from turning into such a “black hole” that threatens not only its 
closest neighbors but also through heroin trafficking and terrorist acts the whole world.

Unfortunately, so far we are witnessing a lack of coordination of the international community and, 
what is worse, a visible interest and purposefulness in the reconstruction of Afghanistan. The great 
share in this area is the restoration and construction of economic and social facilities, which is carried 
out by the efforts of donor countries - mainly the USA, Germany, Japan, France, India, Iran, China, and 
the UK. They have the largest objects of economic infrastructure - roads, energy, and irrigation. So far, 
the recovery process is mainly due to the efforts of the international community (Malashenko, 2011). 
However, countries that assist Afghanistan are more often guided by their interests to the detriment of 
the common goal of building a peaceful, democratic Afghanistan. The United States is the most involved 



 

 

14 more pages are available in the full version of this document, which may

be purchased using the "Add to Cart" button on the publisher's webpage:

www.igi-global.com/chapter/the-role-of-the-international-community-in-

turning-afghanistan-into-a-failed-state-and-its-impact-on-international-and-

regional-security/341466

Related Content

Communicating Democracy through Participatory Radio in Nigeria: The Question of Political

Economy
Murtada Busair Ahmadand Kamaldin Abdulsalam Babatunde (2016). Political Influence of the Media in

Developing Countries (pp. 97-112).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/communicating-democracy-through-participatory-radio-in-nigeria/143942

Youth Bulge and Broken Down Windows Theories in Youth Violence: A Critical Juxtaposition
Obediah Dodoand Mcdonald Makoni (2019). Participation of Young People in Governance Processes in

Africa (pp. 22-34).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/youth-bulge-and-broken-down-windows-theories-in-youth-violence/230212

Harnessing the Demographic Dividend in Africa Through Lessons From East Asia's Experience
Ehizuelen Michael Mitchell Omoruyi (2021). Journal of Comparative Asian Development (pp. 1-38).

www.irma-international.org/article/harnessing-the-demographic-dividend-in-africa-through-lessons-from-east-asias-

experience/279130

Towards Eco-Friendly Responsibilities: Indonesia Field School Model Cross Review
Miftachul Huda, Islah Gusmianand Mufrad Teguh Mulyo (2021). Journal of Comparative Asian

Development (pp. 1-12).

www.irma-international.org/article/towards-eco-friendly-responsibilities/286773

Wired for Change?: Information and Communication Technologies Shaping Public

Administrative Reform for Development in Karnataka, India
Shefali Virkar (2016). Politics and Social Activism: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and Applications  (pp.

1696-1720).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/wired-for-change/140048

http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/the-role-of-the-international-community-in-turning-afghanistan-into-a-failed-state-and-its-impact-on-international-and-regional-security/341466
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/the-role-of-the-international-community-in-turning-afghanistan-into-a-failed-state-and-its-impact-on-international-and-regional-security/341466
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/the-role-of-the-international-community-in-turning-afghanistan-into-a-failed-state-and-its-impact-on-international-and-regional-security/341466
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/communicating-democracy-through-participatory-radio-in-nigeria/143942
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/youth-bulge-and-broken-down-windows-theories-in-youth-violence/230212
http://www.irma-international.org/article/harnessing-the-demographic-dividend-in-africa-through-lessons-from-east-asias-experience/279130
http://www.irma-international.org/article/harnessing-the-demographic-dividend-in-africa-through-lessons-from-east-asias-experience/279130
http://www.irma-international.org/article/towards-eco-friendly-responsibilities/286773
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/wired-for-change/140048

