
151

Copyright © 2024, IGI Global. Copying or distributing in print or electronic forms without written permission of IGI Global is prohibited.

Chapter  9

DOI: 10.4018/979-8-3693-5261-8.ch009

ABSTRACT

Counterfeit drugs pose a significant threat to public health and patient safety, with the World Health 
Organization estimating that 10% of the global pharmaceutical market consists of fake medications. 
This study proposes a novel solution to combat counterfeit pharmaceuticals by leveraging blockchain 
technology. By establishing a secure and transparent health data network, the proposed approach aims 
to detect and prevent the distribution and consumption of counterfeit medicines effectively. Through the 
implementation of blockchain technology, a robust and trustworthy pharmaceutical supply chain can 
be created, enabling the tracking of drugs from manufacturing to patient consumption. This not only 
facilitates the immediate identification of counterfeit drugs but also impedes their further distribution. 
By integrating blockchain technology into the drug supply chain, stakeholders can verify the authentic-
ity of pharmaceutical products and ensure patient safety. Moreover, the use of blockchain enhances 
transparency and accountability by integrating disparate databases and stakeholders.
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Counterfeit Drug Detection in the Pharmaceutical Industry
 

1. INTRODUCTION

Counterfeit drugs pose a significant threat to public health, representing a persistent challenge in the 
pharmaceutical industry. These deceptive medications, often indistinguishable from authentic products, 
jeopardize consumer safety by containing incorrect ingredients or harmful substances. With the global 
expansion of pharmaceutical supply chains and the proliferation of online pharmacies, the prevalence 
of counterfeit drugs has surged, demanding immediate and effective detection measures. Amidst this 
urgency, blockchain technology has emerged as a promising solution for enhancing drug traceability and 
authentication. In this chapter, we explore the imperative of counterfeit drug detection and the pivotal role 
of blockchain in revolutionizing pharmaceutical supply chain management. Through insightful analysis 
and real-world examples, we uncover the transformative potential of blockchain-enabled solutions in 
safeguarding public health and ensuring the integrity of pharmaceutical products worldwide.

Influx to Counterfeit Cures and Blockchain

Blockchain electronics is a delivered, dispersed account book structure that makes undertaking proof 
and safe repository potential. It is built upon a chain of CPUs famous as nodes, that together validate and 
record undertaking dossier in blocks. After that, a chain connecting these blocks creates an unchangeable 
and transparent record of every transaction. Due to its potential to reduce the risk of counterfeit medica-
tions, blockchain technology has drawn attention from the pharmaceutical industry. The pharmaceutical 
sector can create a transparent and safe system for tracking and authenticating medications all the way 
through the supply chain by utilizing blockchain technology. This can greatly lower the prevalence of 
fake medications and protect patients from potential harm. Drug counterfeiting is a significant issue for 
the healthcare sector putting the safety and health of patients at serious danger. One potential way to 
address this problem is through the request of blockchain science in the drug area. The pharmaceutical 
sector is increasingly concerned about counterfeit medications, as they can have detrimental effects on 
patient health and safety. Counterfeit cures can be delimited as “one that is wilfully and fraudulently 
mislabelled concerning correspondence and/or source.”

These are drug output that involve either the wrong parts or the correct elements but blameworthy 
quantities. Around the world, drug counterfeiting is recognized as a major concern to users. A patient’s 
health could deteriorate significantly or even die as a result of consuming these bogus items, among 
other grave consequences.

The World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that 10% of the global pharmaceutical market 
is comprised of fake medications, putting countless lives in danger and degrading public trust in the 
healthcare system. The offensive revelation is that the World Health Organization (WHO) has before 
determined that thirty-five portion of the total counterfeit drug usable about the realm are introduced 
from India (Pandey et al., 2021). The market for phony drugs is expanding at the expense of patient lives, 
and the governmental structure is powerless to stop or disrupt this unethical trade in bogus medications. 
A significant source of incentive for the fake medicine mafias is the high-profit margins compared to 
making investments in the industry. The absence of an effective and trustworthy surveillance system 
further supports this illegal activity.

The complete process of producing, distributing, and delivering pharmaceutical products to customers 
is included in the pharmaceutical supply chain. It is an intricate network that consists of several steps, 



 

 

13 more pages are available in the full version of this document, which may

be purchased using the "Add to Cart" button on the publisher's webpage:

www.igi-global.com/chapter/counterfeit-drug-detection-in-the-pharmaceutical-

industry-using-blockchain/344667

Related Content

A Study on Segmentation of Leukocyte Image With Shannon's Entropy
N. Sri Madhava Raja, S. Arunmozhi, Hong Lin, Nilanjan Deyand V. Rajinikanth (2023). Research Anthology

on Improving Medical Imaging Techniques for Analysis and Intervention (pp. 1131-1152).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/a-study-on-segmentation-of-leukocyte-image-with-shannons-entropy/315095

Effective and Accurate Diagnosis Using Brain Image Fusion
Sivakumar Rajagopaland Babu Gopal (2023). Research Anthology on Improving Medical Imaging

Techniques for Analysis and Intervention (pp. 1000-1020).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/effective-and-accurate-diagnosis-using-brain-image-fusion/315087

A Hybrid Approach for 3D Lung Segmentation in CT Images Using Active Contour and

Morphological Operation
Satya Praksh Sahuand Bhawna Kamble (2023). Research Anthology on Improving Medical Imaging

Techniques for Analysis and Intervention (pp. 722-734).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/a-hybrid-approach-for-3d-lung-segmentation-in-ct-images-using-active-contour-and-

morphological-operation/315072

An Investigation of AI Techniques for Detecting Kidney Stones in CT Scan Images Through

Advanced Image Processing
Ranjit Barua (2024). Enhancing Medical Imaging with Emerging Technologies (pp. 133-150).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/an-investigation-of-ai-techniques-for-detecting-kidney-stones-in-ct-scan-images-

through-advanced-image-processing/344666

Groupwise Non-Rigid Image Alignment Using Few Parameters: Registration of Facial and

Medical Images
Ahmad Hashim Aal-Yhia, Bernard Tiddeman, Paul Malcolmand Reyer Zwiggelaar (2023). Research

Anthology on Improving Medical Imaging Techniques for Analysis and Intervention (pp. 1515-1538).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/groupwise-non-rigid-image-alignment-using-few-parameters/315115

http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/counterfeit-drug-detection-in-the-pharmaceutical-industry-using-blockchain/344667
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/counterfeit-drug-detection-in-the-pharmaceutical-industry-using-blockchain/344667
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/a-study-on-segmentation-of-leukocyte-image-with-shannons-entropy/315095
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/effective-and-accurate-diagnosis-using-brain-image-fusion/315087
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/a-hybrid-approach-for-3d-lung-segmentation-in-ct-images-using-active-contour-and-morphological-operation/315072
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/a-hybrid-approach-for-3d-lung-segmentation-in-ct-images-using-active-contour-and-morphological-operation/315072
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/an-investigation-of-ai-techniques-for-detecting-kidney-stones-in-ct-scan-images-through-advanced-image-processing/344666
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/an-investigation-of-ai-techniques-for-detecting-kidney-stones-in-ct-scan-images-through-advanced-image-processing/344666
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/groupwise-non-rigid-image-alignment-using-few-parameters/315115

